Approved For Refe@SeAMH/H3/1l i CME3A-RDP88-01315R0002002300l4-6 

8 MAY 1975 




Golby Defends 
to 

'Family Secrets' 

BY PHILIP HAGEB 

Tlntw St»« Wrtt«* • 

SAN FRANCISCO— CIA Director 
WiiHam E. Colby defended Wednes- 
day the need to maintain "national 
family secrets” but suggested his 
agency^ mission should be clarified 
by new Laws and guidelines. 

Speaking to more than 900 persons 
at a Commonwealth Club luncheon 
here, Colby declared! - > 

"I fully support procedures to en- 
sure supervision, control and accoun- 
tability with respect to our intel- 
ligence. I only plead that these proce- 
dures- take into consideration the 
unique and fragile character of our 
sensitive intelligence operations." 

Noting charges of illegal domestic 
operations and other recent criticisms 
of the CIA— and resulting govern- 
mental investigations of the agency 
— Colby asked that the ". . . laws 
and guidelines be clarified so that we 
in the intelligence profession are giv- 
en a clear expression of the mission, 
the 'American, people and govern- 
ment want us to undertake." 


"I ask also that necessary secrets o! 
intelligence be preserved in the inter- 
est of our nation . 1 « We believe 
these secrets need better laws and 
especially we need to arrive at a con- 
sensus .that we Americans do have 
some national . family secrets which 
must be kept 

"To make an open book of our in- 
telligence sources is to invite steps— 
many quite simple— to deny us infor- 
mation vital to our nation's welfare 
dnci saf ety” * 

The director stressed the unusual 
nature of his appearance, pointing 
out that In many countries the chief 
intelligence officer is not even 
known, let along out making 
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"Most of us pew up with the image 
of intelligence drawn from Nathan 
Hale, Mata Hari, James Bond and 
perhaps even Maxwell Smart This 
image is no longer valid today" he 
said. 

He noted that collecting intel- 
ligence now far more often involves 
a scholarly, intellectual process rath- 
er than clandestine operations and 
that this process wasr greatly en- 
hanced by technological advances. 

"This now allows us to see, hear 
and sometimes even touch informa- 
tion previously totally inaccessible 
and in quantities hitherto totally un- 
manageable," he said.- . , . 

CIA information now is often pro- 


vided to congressmen, ambassadors^' 
scholars and the press— in unelassi-1 
fied, background sessions— in addi- 
tion to its traditional recipients, such . 
as generals and admirals, he said....- ; 

Colby acknowledged that theagen- • 
cy had made some "missteps" in its , 
27-year history but added that action 
had been taken to "correct them and , 
prevent their recurrence." •' 

As for the current investigations of 
secret, political or paramilitary CIA S 
operations in recent years, Colby, as* ) 
serteck -r-ry.'i 

‘T am confident it will he demon* 1 , 
strated that any such activities, in. 
past years were conducted under le- : 
gal authority then existing, reflecting 
the political climate of those- times, . 
and were carried according to prop- j 
erly constituted procedures. j 

"I must point out that this changed .* 
world seems to be changing again,. 
Our country may again need- the ca- 
pability to provide some quiet-dn- 
.fluence or assistance to' friends 
abroad without engaging the formal , 
diplomatic or military might of the 
US." ■ ' -5? • 

In answering questions from . the 
audience, Colby said that -in the -last 
five years, "between JOO and 500" - 
Americans overseas had been -ap- 
proached to serve as agents for 
foreign powers. . 


RUSSIAN SUB HUNTERS 
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CIA Vessels in Sea Tests 
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The Central intelligence. Agency 
Vessel Glomar Explorer and its HMB-' 
1 barge were conducting sea tests of 
their equipment and crew Wednes- 
day about 1,200. feet offshore in the 
Santa Catalina Island Isthmus. , 

Yachtsmen and residents of the 
isthmus, who said the two vessels 
have visited there "off and on" for 18 
months or more, said the submersible 
barge arrived Sunday and had com- 
pleted submerging by Monday mom*, 
big. . : 


. .The Glomar Explorer left its dock 
in'; Long. Beach about three weeks 
ago, presumably to rendezvous with 
HMB-1 for tests and practice runs in 
preparation for its return next month 
to the site where a Russian subma- 
rine sank in the. Pacific 750 ■ miles • 
north of Hawaii. 

The CIA ship recovered part of the 
sub last July. But its "claw", was 
damaged and another had to be built. . 
and placed aboard : the HMB-1 at • 
Redwood City. ' • " 
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